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Holywell Middle School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	June 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	June 2027

	Name of the school music lead
	Polly Gough

	Name of local music hub 
	Inspiring Music

	Name of other music education organisation
	BLMK Music Hub – Bedford, Luton and Milton Keynes



This is a summary of how Holywell School delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, extra-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	The department consists of two full time specialist music teachers and a music technician. There is a purpose-built classroom and four music practice rooms. Extensive use is made of a wide range of instruments and equipment: electronic keyboards, tuned and untuned percussion, guitars, and ukuleles. All students receive a one-hour music lesson which is taught by a specialist teacher. Every lesson will include an opportunity for practical music making and developing students listening and theory skills. Students study music from a wide range of genres, historical periods and cultures. Some lessons will include singing and KS3 have access to music technology in years 8 and 9. The full curriculum overview is published on the website but this is a brief overview of the units taught.
Year 5
Building Blocks of Music – Musical Elements 12 weeks
Keyboard Skills (1) 6 weeks
Carnival Samba – 6 weeks
Earth and Space – Composition Project – 6 weeks
Ukulele – 6 weeks
Year 6
Ukulele (2) - 6 weeks
Programme Music – 6 weeks
12 Bar Blues – 6 Weeks
Samba (2) – 6 weeks
Film Music – 6 weeks
Beethoven – 6 weeks
Year 7
Structure and Form in Music - 12 weeks
Jazz – 6 weeks
Samba Reggae – 6 weeks
Guitar – 6 weeks
Impressionism – 6 weeks
Year 8
Firebird by Stravinsky – 6 Weeks
Gaming Music – 6 weeks
Folk Music – 6 weeks
Reggae Samba or Grime Music (music tech) – 6 weeks
Guitar (2) - 6 weeks
Minimalism – 6 weeks


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Extra-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Instrumental Lessons 
Students are able to access lessons during the school day on the following musical instruments. There is a charge for these lessons. Most are provided by Inspiring Music and we have some private tutors. Pupil Premium students wishing to learn an instrument, are entitled to a fortnightly 30-minute lesson which is funded by the school.
Piano/Keyboard
Violin
Viola
Cello
Double Bass
Flute
Clarinet
Bassoon
Trumpet
Trombone
Drums
Guitar
Bass Guitar
Singing
Ensembles
Holywell School currently offers the following extra-curricular music ensembles. They are all free to attend and are suitable for a range of abilities.
Holywell Sings – choir all ages and abilities
Church choir – provides music for the 3 end of term church services.
Guitar group
Recorder ensemble
Concert Band
KS2 Rock Band
KS3 Rock Band
Rehearsal Rooms
There are 4 practice rooms which can be booked by students for use during break times. Bookings are limited to 2 sessions per week to enable access to all students and bookings are supervised by a member of staff.



Musical Events and Performances.
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Performances
We understand the importance of offering a range of performance opportunities designed to share and celebrate achievement and develop confidence in both formal and informal settings.
We take part in events such as The Christmas Tree Festival at St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Bedfordshire Band Factory and collaborative events such as Fiddle Fiesta and Wind Band Days.
Within school we produce a Musical every year and a concert at the end of every term. Students also have the opportunity to perform in end of term church services three times a year. 
Professional Concerts and Experiences
Key stage 2 students are invited attend the London Philharmonia schools’ concert in the Bedford Corn Exchange which takes place in May.
Students attending extra-curricular music clubs are invited to attend a professional Musical once a year.



In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	The year 9 option group, in the academic year 2026-2027, will be working with 4 professional musicians who will focus on developing their composition skills and this project is linked to the Stables in Milton Keynes.


Further information
	The link below will take you to the local music hub website where you can find out more about enrolling students for instrumental lessons and the out of school enrichment activities provided Inspiring Music. Inspiring Music
Opportunities for music making are also provided by the wider partnership with the BLMK music hub which incorporates Bedford, Luton and Milton Keynes. Click on the link to access this information. BLMK Music Hub
The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for support beyond the school. 
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