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Update letter - 3rd January 2021 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students 
 
Delay to return to school for Years 5 and 6 students 
 
This is not the letter I was hoping to write at the start of the new term. After consulting with the chair 
of governors, unions and staff and following several concerns from parents, we have made the 
difficult decision to delay the return to school for all students in Years 5 & 6 until Monday 18th 
January 2021.  
 
Throughout the whole of the pandemic, I have committed to making decisions based on the safety 
of students and staff. Having reviewed the current scientific guidance, having considered both the 
national and local increase in COVID-19 cases and having reviewed the rapid transmission of the 
new variant of Covid-19, I believe that for everyone’s safety, we should delay the start of term for all 
students until 18th January in line with the government advice for secondary schools.   
 
I appreciate that this is late notice for families, however, over the last few days, there has been a 
significant shift in what constitutes a ‘safe’ environment at school and, as mentioned in the SAGE 
advice which was only made public on the 30th December: 

“It is not known whether measures with similar stringency and adherence as Spring, with 
both primary and secondary schools closed, would be sufficient to bring R below 1 in the 
presence of the new variant. The introduction of Tier 4 measures in England combined with 
the school holidays will be informative of the strength of measures required to control the 
new variant but analysis of this will not be possible until mid-January.” 

Although relatively small in number, we have had cases across all year groups at Holywell 
(including Years 5 and 6 … three in Year 6 over the Christmas period). National statistics also 
continue to record new cases in excess of 50,000. In the latest Central Bedfordshire overview (see 
below), Cranfield & Marston Moretaine was the most affected ward in CBC. This, along with general 
concerns about increased transmission within and outside of school, has led us to the decision to 
delay the return for Years 5 & 6 students. This mirrors what is happening with Years 7 & 8.  
 
We will provide online learning for all students in Years 5 & 6 from Tuesday, 6th January and full 
details will be sent out tomorrow.  
 
We will continue to offer in-school provision for students whose parents are critical workers or who 
are classed as vulnerable learners. If you need to take up this offer, please let us know as soon as 
possible (by email to school@holywellschool.co.uk) so we can make sure that we can 
accommodate students safely in school. If you can accommodate your son/daughter at home, this 
will be greatly appreciated.  
 
We know that being in school is the best place for students in terms of their learning and mental 
health, however, I am hoping that this will be for a short period of time and that everyone’s safety is 
paramount.  
 
Thank you in advance for your understanding. 

 
Mr MG Simpson  
Headteacher 
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