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Update letter : 7th May, 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Students 
 
It is hard to believe that we are already at the end of another week of school closure and 
lockdown. We are all anxiously awaiting the Government’s latest updates to see what they have 
planned in terms of an exit strategy from our current situation. I hope and pray for wise 
decisions which keep us all safe. Should any significant announcement be made about schools 
re-opening, we will contact you as soon as we can next week. We have been assured of some 
planning time (hopefully a longer lead-in than when we had to close!) so, our current provision 
will continue for the next few weeks.   
 
Meanwhile, we’re already busy planning for the next academic year – it has been a week of 
budgets, staffing, curriculum discussions and starting to think about how can support our 
students in their various transitions. We have been liaising with Wootton Upper (and other local 
Upper Schools) to support all of their work and plans for our current Year 8 students and Mr 
Ulph and the KS2 team have been consulting with our feeder schools to ensure that the Year 4 
students who are coming to join us in September have the best start ever. We know that some 
of our current students have brothers or sisters joining us in the new academic year … please 
don’t be anxious! We are thinking about ways to help you find out about Holywell depending on 
what happens over the next few weeks and months. A Welcome Letter and Pack will be on its 
way to all our new students and families next week.  
 
Next week should have been SATs week. Here is a message especially for Year 6 from Mr 
Ulph: 
 
Dear Year 6, 
 
Monday to Thursday next week would have seen you complete your SATs tests.  Some of you may be 
pleased that they've been cancelled, others are perhaps a little disappointed.  Personally, I think it's a 
shame that you are not going to get to do the tests and show what you are capable of.  Your teachers 
have watched you all work incredibly hard, put a great deal of effort into the year and make fantastic 
progress up to the point that schools were closed.  Next week was going to be your opportunity to prove 
what you've learned and what you're made of!  
 
We know you would have ‘smashed them’ and you should all feel rightly proud of yourselves for all your 
work.  All your hard work has in no way been wasted, as Yoda tells Luke in ‘Star Wars’ ..."Mind what you 
have learned.  Save it you can." Everything you have learned will be useful in Year 7 and beyond into 
GCSEs!   
  
Whilst at home this week take a moment to think about all that you've achieved so far during your time 
at Holywell.  Enjoy the week.  
 
A proud Mr. Ulph, Mrs Purves and all the Year 6 tutors and teachers. 
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I echo Mr Ulph’s pride in you all – and I think that this is really making everyone think about how 
we can best recognise what has been learned. We certainly know what students have achieved  
and we know that everyone has made excellent progress. Everyone has had a different starting 
point and everyone has moved forward. We know that a series of tests over 4 days does not 
always reflect a student’s true abilities … but then again, it’s good to be tested sometimes so 
we can show what we can do. Please be reassured, Year 6, that we will still recognise your 
achievements – in fact, this is something we will be doing for all students. By the end of term we 
will still provide summative reports and summaries of attainment in all subjects. Staff have been 
working hard on these and they will be sent out to you in due course.  
 

Over in the French Department, Mr. Johnson has been very busy adding 
videos to his “Monsieur Johnson MFL” YouTube channel during the 
lockdown - 17 and counting since school closed! If you’ve not already 
had a look, the newest ones are at the top of the page, with some of 
them “live” versions of songs students will already know really well, filmed 
by Mr. Johnson in his classroom. You’ll also find new songs in all of the 
playlists for each of the different year groups and modules of work. Many 
students have said that they enjoyed the home-learning assignments 

which have included songs. One parent said that it was ‘very fun’ and that they had had the 
whole family joining in on repeat! Why not see what you can learn through a popular song with 
MrJohnson’s French phrases and lyrics. He’s particularly sorry that he won’t get to teach the ‘La 
la la’ song this year with Year 8 … so have a look, learn it and give it a go … or as the French 
say: ‘Vas-y!’ We usually have a friendly class challenge to see who can do the best rendition … 
why not have a go at recording something and send it in.  
 
We also have a recommendation from Mr Smith for some 
additional Science learning (especially for KS2). It’s called the 
Astro Science Challenge (we are a bit late starting but never 
mind!). Sign up and become 'Astro Cadets'. There is a series of 6 
space-related missions to complete – you can gain digital badges as you go. Your Science 
teachers become team leaders (Mr Smith will be known as the very cheesy ‘Captain Smith’ and 
he’s looking forward to hearing what the other members of staff choose). Teachers look forward 
to seeing what you come up with. There’s a great video introduction from Mrs Donnellan’s 
second favourite spaceman – Tim Peake – have a look http://www.astrosciencechallenge.com/  
…. and have any of you spotted any asteroids or meteor showers recently? I was looking at the 
last Super Moon of the year last night – it is known as the "flower moon", since it coincides with 
the blooming of flowers … and it was magnificent – it might still be there tonight! 
 
There has been some lovely work coming in for Music too. Year 5 have been trying some Body 
Percussion tutorials online (Mrs Gough describes these as a mix of Joe Wicks meets Body 
Percussion) and Year 6 have been writing about songs that make them feel positive. Year 7/8 
have been putting together their song choices for Desert Island Discs. There have been some 
very interesting choices of books and luxury items too! 
 
Here are some pictures created in response to listening to a piece of music by Villa-Lobos 
called The Little Train of Caipira from Eloise and Sarah: 
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For those of you missing church or for those of you looking for a spiritual 
challenge, the Church of England’s new programme: Faith at 
Home is now live!  www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/faith-
home. Faith at Home is a national campaign that builds on the work 
of the Church of England’s Growing Faith vision and Everyday 
Faith campaign to support the faith development and pastoral care 
of children and young people. You will find there a variety of 

resources, activities, experiences and networking opportunities, and new content will be 
published each week - so do keep watching for the updates! There is a specific page for 
parents: https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/faith-home/i-am-parent. 
There is also a lovely new assembly from Rachel Foster – all around one of my favourite pieces 
of classic research: The Marshmallow Challenge! https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=msoxW6j45-
4&feature=youtu.be  
 
On a different not altogether, we are aware that some families are having a difficult time 
financially. If you know of a family who needs some help, or if you are in that position yourself – 
please contact us and we’ll see what we can do to help. Miss Watson has been doing an 
amazing job sorting out all the Free School Meals Vouchers. We know that it has not been the 
easiest system to use but if you need any help accessing the system, please give us a call at 
school.  … and if you think you might be eligible for Free School Meals, please get in touch or 
have a look at the Central Bedfordshire Councils’ information: 
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/53/benefits/4/free_school_meals  
 
Lots of you have been baking and cooking – here is Romeo in action:   
 

 
 
Staff also have a food-related quiz for you … can you guess whose breakfast is here on 
display?? 
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4.   5.  6.    

7.  8.  9.   

10.  11. 12.  
 
Choose from: 

Mrs Manning  Miss Lau Ms Mollis Mr Simpson Mrs Shirvington 
 Mrs Bennett  Mr Johnson Mrs McEwen  Mr Ulph Mrs Selby 
Miss Warren   Mrs Smullen       Mr Van Der Merwe  Mr Armitage 
 
(NB> There are some red herrings too – answers in the next update! Why don’t you try this sort 
of thing with your friends and family?   
 
So, stay safe, enjoy VE Day - although as ‘Colonel’ Tom Moore commented in the TV 
documentary on Wednesday night, it is a day of mixed emotions - taking time to celebrate the 
end of the Second World War some 75 years ago whilst remembering all those who gave their 
lives during that conflict. We can also take a moment on Friday to pause and remember those 
who have died during this Coronavirus pandemic.   
 
Take care 
 
Thoughts and prayers 
 

Mr Simpson 

 

 


