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Holywell News 
 

Issue No: 145 
December 2019 

 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS! 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER STUDENTS 
RETURN TO SCHOOL MONDAY 6TH JANUARY 2020 

 

Mr Simpson’s Headlines 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students 
Welcome to the last Holywell News of the decade! 2020 is almost with us and, as we 
prepare for Christmas and the New Year, we reflect back on the first term of the academic 
year and we look forward with hope and joy. Our focus this year 
is on three simple ideas: 

 LIVE LIFE IN ALL ITS FULLNESS 

 FILL OUR CLASSROOMS WITH LEARNING AND LOVE 

 FILL OUR HEARTS WITH KINDNESS AND CARE 
 

Staff and students have been relating everything back to these 
ideas and trying to live out those values and principles in our 
day-to-day work and school life. The first idea is linked explicitly 
to our values and this month, our value has been SIMPLICITY. 
Each month our Values Ambassadors come up with what this 
looks like at Holywell. This month’s values interpretation was 
written by Idris (a great musician and, as you’ll read, a 

wordsmith too!): 
  

At Christmas, we live life in all its fullness and try to do so simply 

 We dare to dream about gifts we hope to receive, 

 We peacefully share our gifts with our families, 

 We remember that Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus 

and are generous to those who are not as lucky as we are 

It is so easy to make things complicated – especially in the fast, multi-faceted world of 
social media, technology and complex aspects of everyday life – from the impact of 
politics and policies (elections, Brexit, GDPR, etc) to the challenges of finances and too 
little time to fit in everything. It is good for us all just to pause, breathe and take time to 
appreciate friends, family, the sunrise in the morning, the robin in the garden, the laughter 
in the playground and the joy and excitement of learning something new. May we all find 
time over the Christmas break just to stop, count our blessings and hope for health, 
happiness and kindness in the new year.  

Our second idea is to fill our classrooms with learning 
and love. It is always a delight when students arrive in 
the office to share some of the wonderful work they have 
done … 
<– this is Mitchell and his cushion from DT 

    and here is Kian with his clock … also from DT -> 
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I recently spoke to a group of Year 5 students about which books they were most proud. 
One student was proud of his work in English – especially a ‘point-of-view’ piece of writing 
for which he had received three housepoints and praise from his teacher – he said: “I’m 
usually a slow writer but I wrote loads.” A different student was proud of her artwork and 
another was proud of her DT work – where, after help from her teacher, she was able to 
finish her keyring project on her own. A final student was proud of the progress she’d 
made in Maths and she also commented: “My Maths teacher pays attention to everyone – 
and I feel more confident as a result of this.” It’s amazing what students and teachers 
create and learn when they work together.  
 

A recent example of teachers and students working collaboratively together was our 
recent Year 8 Options Day. The Drama students went off to see professional actors at 
work in a pantomime in Watford, Art students had a day to create and complete their own 
original artwork, the Music Technology students created and recorded their own tracks 
(including a brilliant version of ‘Do they know it’s Christmas’), the Creative Writing group 
created a short-story in a day and the Sports Leaders learned how to organise and teach 
activities to younger students – finishing the day with them teaching Year 5!  
 

 

 
 

Our third idea is to fill our school with kindness and care. A simple idea and we have had 
lots of examples where this has happened – from the kindness shown by friends to the 
care given to students who need a little extra help – be this as a result of an accident or 
injury, as a result of losing or forgetting something, or simply where someone needs some 
help with a difficult piece of work. We have many students at school who need individual 
care and support and, sometimes, this means working with them to overcome some really 
challenging behaviours or to deal with some traumatic personal circumstances. When we 
deal with and support these students, sometimes, this might appear to be inconsistent or 
lenient, however, our actions are always 
measured and thought through – we can’t 
always share everything with the whole school 
community, but rest-assured, we always aim to 
keep everyone safe, secure and happy. Where 
there are times when people are not kind or 
caring, all we ask is that students or parents 
talk to someone (form tutor, Head of Year, 
member of SLT) so that we can investigate and 
address things calmly and systematically – 
accepting that there may be other perspectives 
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to consider – and seeking peaceful solutions to problems.     
Recent highlights include: 
 

 A visit by British athlete Kelly Sotherton – see details in the PE News section. 
 

 Holywell students demonstrating amazing citizenship qualities by 
presenting to Bedford Borough Council about traffic safety 
precautions in Wootton. Aiden, Tom and Isabelle spoke articulately 
and convincingly at the Council Chambers to petition for better road 
traffic management in Wootton. 

 

 Holywell students taking part in the Remembrance Day services in 
Cranfield and Wootton – not only on behalf of the school, but also 
as part of the Guides, Brownies, Scouts and Beavers, from the 

Boys’ Brigade and the Girls’ Brigade to the Army and RAF cadets and from the 
local football teams to local church groups. 
 

 Art success! As part of our Remembrance Day 
reflections, the Art Department created two moving 
installations – one was a wall of service and the 
other was a memorial flame made up of a myriad of 
matches. The memorial flame was submitted as an 
entry in the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust’s 75 
Flames competition. Holocaust Memorial Day 
(HMD) 2020 marks 75 years since the liberation of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. The theme for this year is 
‘Stand Together’. “Don’t be content in your life just 
to do no wrong, be prepared every day to try and 
do some good.” – a quote from Sir Nicholas 
Winton, who rescued 669 children from Nazi-
occupied Europe. We are delighted to announce 
that the artwork has been chosen as one of the 75 
groups pieces of artwork which will be part of a 
special exhibition. One of the adjudicators 
commented: “On a personal note, I found 
Holywell's flame particularly moving. It helps make 
the scale of the Holocaust more comprehensible and I was touched by your 
school's act of remembrance.” 

 

… and finally, may I take this opportunity to thank you 
for all your support and care during the Autumn Term. 
We appreciate the involvement you take with our 
Holywell students – of whom we are all genuinely proud.  
 

May you have a simply wonderful Christmas and every 
best wish for the New Year.  
 
Christmas Blessing 
May you be blessed 
With the spirit of the season, which is peace, 
The gladness of the season, which is hope,  
And the heart of the season, which is love. 
 
MG Simpson 
Headteacher 

Follow the Star 
Christmas Artwork by Suhani Ganpati 
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SCHOOL CALENDAR 

2020 – 2021 
 
Once again we have worked closely with our partner schools in the Wootton-
Cranfield family.  
 
We have agreed a set of dates amongst schools and most schools will follow the 
full calendar below.  

 
 

AUTUMN TERM 2020 

 
Closure Day – Thursday, 3rd September 

Closure Day – Friday, 4th September  
Term Begins – Monday, 7th September 

Half Term – Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October 
Closure Day – Friday 27th November 
End of Term – Friday 18th December 

 

 

SPRING TERM 2021 
 

Closure Day – Monday, 4th January 
Term Begins – Tuesday, 5th January 

Half Term – Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 
End of Term – Friday 26th March 

 

 

SUMMER TERM 2021 

 
Closure Day – Monday 12th April 

Term Begins – Tuesday 13th April  
May Day –  Monday 3rd May 

Half Term – Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 
End of Term – Thursday 22nd July 
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Preparing for snow?? 
Please remember a few key points of how the school handles this. 

We work extremely hard to stay open – including having our own mini-snow plough!  
However, if the weather does overwhelm us – 

 Our main alert to you will be via text to your mobile phone and email to your 
main contact address (before 7.00am).  Please ensure the school has the 
correct number. 

 There will be an alert on the website. 

 We also have a confidential route for informing local radio stations. Closure of 
the school would be announced by them and also put onto their website. 

 It is usually when Bedford Borough and Central Bedfordshire Transport 
departments deem the roads too dangerous for buses to run and cancel 
transport that we decide to close the school. In the event of us closing, we 
contact the bus companies to ensure that they do not bring pupils into school.  

 Full details were sent out in a letter in November – check a copy on the website 
if it didn’t make it home! 
 

 
 

 
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 
 
The local branch of the Royal British Legion have asked us to thank you 
very much for helping with the Appeal, which allows them to continue their 
vital welfare and benevolent work. 
 

 
As the result of a Mufti Day, the amount we raised for 
Children in Need was £527.03.  
 

Wonderful generosity Holywell.  Thank you very much.  
 
 

Christmas Jumper Day 
Our Christmas Jumper Day Fund-raising was in support of The 
Salvation Army’s Christmas Appeal. We raised £501.01. The 
money is used to support the homeless, the needy and the elderly. 
£19 will provide a meal for the homeless, presents for a family on 
the breadline and a Christmas party and meal for elderly people living alone. Thank 
you very much. A simple way to rise money and to make a HUGE difference.  
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Money for Trips, Uniform, etc 
 
Please pay online whenever possible, with the link on our website. 
 
Tucasi (SCO.com)  For payment of the following: 
 

 Trips 

 Early risers/breakfast club (booking form must also be completed) 

 Ordering School tie/blazer badge.  
 

If you have not previously logged in to Tucasi you will need an access code from 
the school. Please email kwilloughby@holywellschool.co.uk for this code.  
 

Parent Pay  (Payment for tuck/school dinners) 
 

Please remember to check your child’s Parent Pay account balance regularly. 
 
You can set up to receive a reminder email when the account credit goes 
below a certain level. To do this log in to your parent pay 
account>communication>alert settings>balance alerts> under threshold set an 
amount and tick email alert.  Once the credit goes below this level you will receive 
an email reminder to top up the balance.  
 

For queries with regards to Parent Pay please email: school@holywellschool.co.uk  
 

For web pages for the above please go to https://holywellschool.co.uk/ 
Parents>online payments.  
 

All cash / cheques brought into school by students should be in a 
sealed named envelope, showing the reason for payment and should 
be given straight to the office.  Cheques should be made payable to 
‘Holywell School’.   
 
We also have the facility to pay by credit / debit card in person at the school 
office. 

 

 

If your child is away from School 
    

    A telephone call is required on the 
                          first day of absence, before 10.00 am.  
 

 

The Office Staff prepare the official registers and need to know the reason for all 
absences. It is therefore important that they are made aware of absences and they 
will inform your child’s Form Teacher. 
 
Please could parents remind pupils to report to the office if they arrive at school 
after registration. Pupils leaving school during the day, for whatever reason, must 
also use the front entrance to the school and be signed out by office staff.  
  
 

 

mailto:kwilloughby@holywellschool.co.uk
mailto:school@holywellschool.co.uk
https://holywellschool.co.uk/
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News from the PE Department 
 

WINTER WARNING  
 
Please can you ensure that all students bring the correct kit for their lessons, 
especially when outdoors. Indoor lessons will require clean trainers and for lessons 
on the field, students will need football boots. 
 
Year 5/6 Rugby Tournament 
On a cold but sunny day in November the Year 5/6 Holywell 
rugby team set off in our minibus to take part in a rugby 
tournament.  The venue was Henlow School.  We played against 
a lot of other schools.  It was a great chance for our team to 
practice altogether and see where we could improve for further 
matches and training.   
 
All of our team worked really well, tried our best and never gave 
up on all of our games.  We were all lucky to have great coaches, Mr Ulph and 
Mr Eames, who gave us a lot of help during the matches and a lot of 
encouragement.  We had a lot of good tackles, rucks and scrums, with a great 
scrum half teamwork from Jack and Riley.  The whole squad should be very proud 
of themselves for working hard and coming to training which shows great 
commitment.   We were very determined to win but still felt slightly disappointed 
that we didn’t.   
 
I was very proud, as the team captain, to represent Holywell School and be part of 
a team who showed all the school’s values.  I can’t wait for next year’s rugby 
season.                                    Jake, Year 6 
 
Table Tennis 
After qualifying from the Districts in first place, it was time for the Holywell Table 
Tennis team to play in the County Finals, in the hope of securing a place in the 
Nationals. 
 
We lined up with Joe, Vikram, Ben and Jack.  Unfortunately, Jack was unable to 
attend, so he was replaced with Connor.  We started off very well, beating Linslade 
and Stopsley.  We narrowly beat Biddenham and lost to Chiltern, which put us in 
second place.  We were then scheduled to play Bedford Modern who we didn’t 
play, due to the time, which by default put us in third, with a bronze medal around 
our necks.  Overall a solid performance from the boys.  Well played! 

By Joe, Year 8 
 
Netball 
The year 5&6 netball club has been well attended since the start of the year with 
lots of pupil showing excellent commitment. We have had matches against various 
Schools across the partnership and had to travel in the mini bus, a first for lots of 
the pupils, which was very exciting! 
 
We had some very close games and learnt a lot from playing the matches so were 
able to improve our game play each week. As the season drew to a close we had 
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our first win against Woodlands from the year 5 team! Congratulations to all who 
played I am very proud of you all. A special mention and thank you must go to 
Mrs Sillett, Tash, Bethany, Devon and Layla who helped coach the teams and also 
staff who helped to support at fixtures.  

Mrs McEwen  
 

Badminton 
On the 12th November we took our 
year 5 PE mentors across to Alameda 
to take part in a Racket Pack 
workshop. Now we have the new 
sports hall we have been able to put 
badminton on the curriculum and it has 
proved to be very popular. The pupils 
took part in 8 different activities linked 
to badminton and improving their basic 
skills. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
the activities and even got to take 
home a T-shirt and water bottle as a 
memento of their day.  
 
Thank you must go to Izzy and Clara our year 8 sports ambassadors who came 
and supported at the event.        Mrs McEwen  
 
 

PE Clubs Timetable – Spring 1st Half Term 2020 
 

 
If you wish to attend an after School club, please take a letter 

from the PE noticeboard. 

 1:05-1:40 3:45-5:00 

Monday 
Y6 Boys Football - Field (GJ) 

Y7/8 Boys Badminton - SH (ME) 
All Years Parkour – Invite only - Gym (CDe/EM) 

 

Tuesday 
Y5/6 Girls Badminton – SH (EM) 
Y7/8 Girls Football – Field (CDe) 

Y7/8 Girls Badminton - 
SH (LG) 
Y5 football fixtures (ME) 

Wednesday 

Y7/8 Girls Rugby - Field (SW) 
Y5/6 Gymnastics Club – Invite only - Gym (CSI)   

Y5/6 Boys Badminton - SH (ME) 
Y8 Boys Football - Field (LG) 

  Y7/8 Cricket Nets – SH 
(LG) 

Thursday 
This Girl Can… - Field (EM) 

Y5/6 Girls Football - Field (CDe) 
 

Friday 
All Years Irish Dancing – SH (CSI) 

Y7 Boys football - Field (ME) 
Y5 Boys football - Field (LG) 

Y5/6 Basketball - SH (LG) 
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Kelly Sotherton Visit 
On 22 November, we were delighted to welcome Kelly Sotherton to Holywell.  Kelly 
is a three-time Olympic medalist, World and European medalist and 
Commonwealth Champion at heptathlon and 4 x 400m.  Kelly was an elite athlete 
for over ten years and retired shortly before the London 2012 Olympics.  
 
Holywell had been entered into the Müller Corner Sports Competition to win an 
athlete for the day by one of our parents – Mrs Hamilton.  We were very fortunate 
to win one of their days and the students had a brilliant time working with Kelly and 
finding out about her career.  Thank you so much to Mrs Hamilton for entering us 
into the competition – it was greatly appreciated. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The PE Department would like to send a BIG Thank You to Parents and Carers for 
their continuing support. 

Holywell PE Staff 
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Music Department News 
 

Christmas Concert 
 

Wednesday 11th December 
 
On 11th December the Music Department of Holywell School had their first ever 
Christmas Concert! Over 80 students took part and the evening included 
performances from piano and guitar soloists, String Group, Chamber Choir, 
Big Choir and the Year 7 and 8 Music Option groups.  
 
All of the performances were brilliant and the audience loved it!  
 
Well done to everyone involved! 

Chloe, Year 8 
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Year 7 Trip to Mountfitchet Castle 
 
 

  

 
On 4th November Year 7 visited Mountfitchet castle in Essex to bring their learning 
about the Middle Ages to life! The castle is the only fully recreated motte and bailey 
castle in the country. They spent the day discovering medieval village arts and 
crafts, exploring the lookout towers, bear pen and doctors’ surgery.    
 
They discovered the sights and sounds of a typical medieval village and the 
difference in lifestyle between the rich nobleman and the poorer peasants. 
However, they were particularly fascinated in the methods of medieval punishment 
and execution that are prominent at the site, readily volunteering to go in the stocks 
or the hell hole! Everyone had a great time and it really brought their classroom 
learning to life.            Mrs French 

 

Thanks to the P.T.F.A. 
 
Huge thanks from Mr Brown and the 
English Department.  As part of the KS2 
‘100-Book Challenge’ we have been able 
to purchase new books for the department 
from money donated by the P.T.F.A. It is 
greatly appreciated.  
 
These books are now available for KS2 
pupils to borrow to help them in their 
Challenge.  Come along to Room 12 or 
Room 18!     Mr Brown 
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Art Department News 
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News from the Science Department 
 

The Autumn term has been a busy and enjoyable term for Holywell Science 
students.  
 
Year 5 have learnt about the properties and 
changes of materials. They have enjoyed finding 
out about the properties of solids, liquids and gases 
and had fun modelling the ways the particles are 
arranged. They have also taken part in experiments 
to prove air is real, and to show how materials can 
change state by melting, freezing, evaporating and 
condensing.  Next term we will investigate the best 
materials to make a waterproof jacket from and 
begin the topic on Earth and Space! 
 
Year 6 have been studying the ‘animals including humans’ topic where they have 
learnt about the circulatory system; including how the heart works, the role of the 
blood vessels and what blood is made up of. Most pupils enjoyed the heart 
dissection and the opportunity to get hands on!   
 
To finish the topic, they have looked at the importance 
of a nutritious balanced diet and the role of exercise in 
keeping healthy……perhaps best left thinking about 
until January! Next term we will complete the very 
practical topics on electricity and light. 
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Year 7 completed the ‘structure and 
function’ unit where they learnt all about 
the breathing and skeletal systems and 
how the body moves using muscles and 
joints. They have also covered the topic 
on ‘reproduction’ in both humans and 
plants. Next term will be Chemistry 
focussed so lots of practical work to 
enjoy!   
 
Year 8 have learnt how energy gets 
transferred in plants and animals by 
studying food chains and food webs, 
including what happens when things in 
an ecosystem go wrong! They have followed case studies of the insecticide DDT 
and considered the importance of insects in keeping our shelves stocked with fruit 
and vegetables. Year 8’s will move on to Chemistry focussed topics and will build 
on the knowledge and skills learnt at Key Stage 2. 
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PRACTICAL REMINDERS 

 Water Bottles – please note that water bottles should be plastic and have a sports 
cap - ideally not single-use bottles … and no metal bottles. Bottles should only 
contain water, not squash. 

 Uniform – Make sure that shoes are shoes (no trainers)! Trousers and skirts should 
be grey and not black; skirts should be the correct length.  

 Chewing Gum – Chewing gum is not allowed and should not be brought into 
school. 

 Mobile Phone Policy – Reminder that we are now a non-smart-phone school. Smart 
phones are not to be brought on-site. Non-smart phones for communicating with 
parents out of school hours are allowed with a permission slip and are the 
responsibility of the child. If smart-phones are found on-site, they will be 
confiscated and will need to be collected by a parent. Full policy on the website.  

 Behaviour - To/From school and on the buses – we expect the same high 
standards of student behaviour on the bus and walking to and from school. 
Students should also make sure they are behaving safely at all times – eg. seat 
belts on, walking a safe distance away from the pavement, not crossing in front of 
vehicles, etc.  

 Haircuts – Keep it professional! No fashion cuts, no lines or patterns, no colours.  
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2019 

End of Term – Friday 20th December 

SPRING TERM 2020 

Term Begins – Monday 6th January 

Half Term – Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February 

End of Term – Friday 3rd April 

SUMMER TERM 2020 

INSET Training Day  –  Monday 20th April   

Term Begins – Tuesday 21st April  

May Day – Friday 8th May 

Half Term – Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 

End of Term – Friday 17th July 

Please note that dates may differ from other schools 

SUMMER TERM TEST DATES 2020 
 

Year 6 Students 
Key Stage 2 SATs 

Monday 11th May  -  Thursday 14th May 2020 

PLEASE DO NOT BOOK HOLIDAYS AT THIS TIME 

 
 

A REMINDER THAT PUPILS 
RETURN TO SCHOOL ON: 

MONDAY 6TH JANUARY 2020 
 


